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The Washington Merry-Go-Round 


Another Famed Paper Forced to Close 


However,, three other mem- 
bers of the investigative team 
— Nicholas Gage, John Salin 


By Drew Pearson and 
Jack Anderson 

the Pounding Fathers “d i^ s S ^ v ? ge ^ W ^? C # 
ied the Declaration of *?”«**> work forthe Herajtf 


When 
proclaimed 
Independence 191 years ago 
today, they were goaded and 
encouraged by small news- 
papers published surreptitious- 
ly in the basements of Phila- 
delphia and Boston. 

From these courageous one- 
sheet affairs, distributed by 
hand, there sprang the free- 
dom of the press now guaran- 
teed by the Constitution. 

Four days hence in Boston, 
one of the early newspapers 
of the Nation, the Boston 
Traveler, will cease publica- 
tion after 142 years. Its demise 
is caused by several factors — 
high costs, the competition of 
TV advertising, but also per- 
haps by the fact that the 
Traveler abandoned the ex- 
apple set by the crusading 
little papers which helped win 
our independence. 

Recently this column re- 
ported that veteran crime re- 
porter Hank Messiek was 
dropped from the staff, of the 
Traveler and its associate, the 
Boston Herald, after he began 
inquiring into links between 
the underworld and Joseph 
Linsey, a H e r a 1 d-Traveler 
stockholder. 

Publisher George Akerson 
denied this, contending that 
Messiek never had been hired, 
simply came to Boston, for a 
try-out 


Traveler after Messick’s de 
parture, have now submitted 
their resignations. 

The Mafia in Boston 

The three continued their 
investigative reporting, for the 
next few weeks, during ; which 
Savage submitted a story 
which quoted Henry Petersen, 
chief of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s organized crime sec- 
tion,. as saying: “Boston is a 
priority area for us.” 

Petersen identified Ray- 
mond L. S. Patriarch as the 
kingpin of Mafia operations in 
New England, living in Provi- 
dence, R.I., and operating in 
Boston through. Gennaro An- 
guilo. 

The Herald-Traveler refused 
to print Savage’s story, though 
the papers later gave a front- 
page splash to FBI revelations 
identifying Patriarca as the 
crime lord of New England. 

The FBI also linked Patri- 
arca to the Berkshire Downs 
race track, which is run by 
B. A. Dario. 

Messiek, during his brief 
Boston stint, had begun ah in- 
vestigation into Joseph Lin-, 
sey’s ties with Dario. The twof 
are partners in a Ford deal- 
ership. 


the Wise Guy” Rocco, who is 
on Linsey’s payroll. Rocco was 
identified as a member of the 
Boston Cosa Nostra at a 1963 
Senate hearing. Boston police 
officials bad testified that he 
controlled gaming “in one sec- 
tion of Boston.’ 

Rocco’s police record showed 
32 arrests— two of them for 
alleged 'murder. Yet he 
on .Linsey’s payroll, in the 
liquor business and his Ford 
dealership. 

Akerson told this column, 
however, that he had checked 
with the Boston police, who 
had claimed Rocco was now in- 
active. The publisher also 
said that Linsey owned less 
than half of ope per cent, in- 
terest in the Herald-Traveler 
and bad a good reputation in 

the community. Linsey, when 
contacted by this column, 
denied that he owned any 
Herald-Traveler stock. 

The Boston Traveler ceases 
publication this week. ' 

Lethargic Public 

One of the Nation’s most 
forthright broadcasters, Ed- 
ward P. Morgan, gave his last 
broadcast for the AFL-CIO the 
other night with this advice to 
[tl}e American people: 
if “Instead of trying to solve 
our problems we organize hate 
groups to blame the other 
I fellow. Or we flee to the 


Messiek also had been ask-1 beaches of frantic leisure only 
mg questions about “Mickey \to be sunburned by the guilt 


of our wanton negligence. \ 
There is no miracle drug or 
magic ointment to cure or. 
quiet this situation. But there : 
is an instrument of devas- 
tating effectiveness which we. 
have only superficially, often 
hypocritically, employed. It is 
called the power of the press. 

“Let’s face it. We in the 
trade use this power more fre- 
quently to fix a traffic ticket 
or get a ticket to a ball game 
than to keep doors of an open 
society open and swinging, by] 
encouraging honest controvert 
sy or crusading for truth ana 
justice. There is enough wronj 
in the Republic to merit a full 
scale expose daily, if not. everj 
hour on the hour. 

“But newspapers run prize ■ 
contests to lure readers 01 ; 
keep the ones they have. 
Broadcasting is driving 
thoughtful citizens away ini 
droves by fertilizing the waste-1 
lands of the airwaves with then 
manure of utter mediocrity. I 
The situation is so ' bad the 1 
commercials, even in their' sat- j 
uration, are often better than 
the programs they support 
“In bur obeisance before the 
altar of profit and free enter- 
prise we have let the lust for 
material things get the better 
of us. Nothing is so important 
as people. But instead of the 
sacred dignity of the individual 
human being, too many of us 
worship dividends and private 
property more. 
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